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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



MEXICAN NEEDS 



Sir, — I believe the point has been reached in the affairs of Mexico 
where a strong article from you in The North American Review, setting 
forth a constructive policy for the re-establishment of the finances and com- 
merce of the country, would result in putting an end to military rule and 
rehabilitating civil government and law and order. An article of the force 
and clear perception of the letter to the London Times would most certainly 
open the way fox a practical solution of the almost insurmountable diffi- 
culties now confronting the present de facto Government. 

There is a much less formidable opposition to the present acting Govern- 
ment than there has been to any other since the beginning of the Madero 
revolution, but there is a great deal of unrest in Mexico because of the 
frightful economic conditions. The wheels of commerce have been inactive 
for about five years; vast numbers of acres of tillable land are idle, and 
the livestock from most ranches (except those of foreigners) has been dis- 
posed of; the railroads are in the hands of the military authorities, are 
being poorly operated and no provision made for up-keep; thousands of 
cars and nearly all bridges have been burnt, the latter being replaced with 
make-shifts; law and justice are being administered by military and quasi- 
military officers with arbitrary powers; most railroad stations and water- 
tanks and many valuable mining and other industrial plants have been 
destroyed by fire; the Carranza money, the only circulating medium of 
exchange, is worth only about two cents upon the dollar; food-stuffs are 
scarce and prices high, and but little employment in the normal pursuits of 
peace is available; the cost of maintaining the military forces in the field 
has been, and is, enormous, and has been met by forced loans, confiscations, 
and contributions, there being no steady revenue coming in from any 
source; want and poverty are in evidence everywhere. 

The property-owning classes of Mexico would now be satisfied with any 
Government in the hands of their own people, whether of their particular 
faction or not, that could give some assurance of stability and some guar- 
antee of protection to the rights of life, liberty, and property. 

Undoubtedly what is needed, and what must come quickly if anarchy is 
not to hold sway, is a dollar worth at least ten cents in gold. There has 
been so much fiat money in circulation in Mexico within the last few 
years that any new issue must be backed by a pledge of redemption which 
will inspire confidence. 

It is not my purpose to urge any theories of my own upon you, and 
certainly I would not undertake to suggest any detailed plan, but I do wish 
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to say that the most promising means that occurs to me for bringing about 
the desired result is through a commission of Mexicans working in con- 
junction with a commission of Americans who are in touch with American 
financial interests. They could jointly devise a financial scheme under which 
American capital could be had to back up the necessary issue of currency, 
based upon Mexican securities. The American capital would not be forth- 
coming unless there were some guarantee of a stable Government. The 
only feasible way to furnish such a guaranty would be through a signed 
alliance between the United States and the de facto Government of Mexico, 
under which the United States would pledge the aid of its military forces 
to maintain peace, and under which the United States, with the acquiescence 
of Mexico, would agree to become responsible for the peace of Mexico in 
all events until the payment of the contemplated loan. 

My knowledge of the weaknesses and prejudices of the Mexican people 
(and I do not wish to be understood as detracting in any way from their 
many good qualities) causes me to feel that this latter condition would be the 
stumbling-block. Every assurance could be given that their sovereignty 
would be respected, come what may. They have suffered so heavily and so 
long that they should be willing to make any reasonable concession that 
would bring them the help which they so sorely need at this time. 

If something along this line could be worked out through which the 
American Government and American capital will go to the assistance of 
the Mexican people in this hour of their trouble, it would be an evidence 
of our good-faith and friendliness, and, in the end, would have the effect of 
allaying to some extent the strong anti-American feeling so prevalent 
throughout Mexico. 

Undoubtedly any suggestion made should have to do with the finances 
and commerce of the country only, and all matters of government should be 
left entirely in the hands of the present de facto Government. Of course, 
it would be most advisable to give representation to all factions upon this 
commission, including the great body of property-owning refugees now in 
this country (as to these latter, an amnesty act that would invite them home 
and insure them against persecutions would be greatly helpful). 

Much has been said in criticism of the Mexico policy of the Wilson Ad- 
ministration, but Mr. Roosevelt and the other complainants do not come 
forward with any specific suggestions calculated to clear up the situation. 
What is needed now is something helpful in the line of what must be done 
to bring Mexico conditions back to normal. The force and cogency of your 
writings and the prestige of your magazine, combined, seem to point to you 
as the logical exponent of a plan by which Carranza may be lead out of 
the wilderness. 

W. C. Douglas. 
San Antonio, Texas. 

IS INDIA LOYAL TO HEE MASTERS? 

Sie, — There is published an article by the pen of Mr. Sydney Brooks 
in the valuable columns of The North American Review for the month 
of April. In answer to that article, I request you to publish this letter in 
your esteemed magazine, which has stood for justice and fair play between 
contending interests and causes. 



